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More and more Black women have joined the
carceral system as officers of the court, police, and
judges. Still... 

You show up to any
protest, rally, caravan,
whatever, you're going to
see a sea of women—
black, brown, and other.
This movement is...run by
women and we know
what's going on.
- ALESHA MONTEIRO
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35%

1 in 2 Black women has a family
member in prison.

... They are disproportionately afflicted by the system.

of women imprisoned are Black,
while comprising less than 15%
of the U.S. population.

of girls in youth facilities are
Black.

of Black women have a family
member who has been
incarcerated.

nearly

https://www.becauseshespowerful.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Essie-Justice-Group_Because-Shes-Powerful-Report.pdf
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2019women.html
https://data.census.gov/mdat/#/search?ds=ACSPUMS1Y2019&cv=SEX,RACBLK&wt=PWGTP
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2019women.html
https://journals.sagepub.com/na101/home/literatum/publisher/sage/journals/content/srda/2019/srda_5/2378023119829332/20190228/images/large/10.1177_2378023119829332-table16.jpeg
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BUT BLACK WOMEN ARE ORGANIZING ALL OVER 

                              THE U.S. TO BUILD A MORE CARING WORLD

"The idea that somehow
somebody's job is worth
more than somebody's life
is too much. [...] I'm tired of
hiding my pain. This hurts.
[...] My favorite poem says,
if you're silent about your
pain, they'll kill you and say
you liked it. I’m telling you,
I’m tired of dying. I’m tired
of my people dying. And we
don’t like it." - Debra Davis

READ • JOIN • SUPPORT

DELEGATE
DEBRA DAVIS
IN HER OFFICE
IN ANNAPOLIS,  
MARYLAND.
PHOTO BY
BRANDON
TOBIAS.

Black women working to redirect
conversations of power and
transform systems of harm follows a
continuum of their resistance to
domination and oppression since
the start of this country -from
slavery to the Civil Rights Movement
to feminism and various political,
social, and class struggles.

REVIEW QUESTION

Why do you think Black women have
been ignored for so long in
mainstream conversations about
mass incarceration even though
they have always been a target?

The Essie Justice Group is led by
"women with incarcerated loved ones
taking on the rampant injustices created
by mass incarceration."

Project NIA aiming to end youth
incarceration

Black & Pink works for "liberating
LGBTQIA2S+ people and people living
with HIV/AIDS who are affected by that
system through advocacy, support, and
organizing." 

Critical Resistance "seeks to build an international
movement to end the Prison Industrial Complex [...]
The success of the movement requires that it reflect
communities most affected by the PIC."

The African American Policy Forum, "an innovative
think tank that connects academics, activists and
policy-makers to promote efforts to dismantle
structural inequality."

Southerners on New Ground (SONG) "is a home for
LGBTQ liberation across all lines of race, class,
abilities, age, culture, gender, and sexuality in the
South." 

Designing Justice + Designing Spaces "is an
Oakland-based nonprofit architecture and real estate
development firm with a mission to end mass
incarceration and structural inequity."

The National Bailout Collective "coordinates the
Mama’s Day Bail Outs, where we bail out as many
Black Mamas and caregivers as we can so they can
spend Mother’s Day with their families where they
belong!"

The Audre Lorde Project's Safe OUTside the System
(SOS) Collective is "an anti-violence program led by
and for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two Spirit, Trans, and
Gender Non Conforming people of color." 

Young Women's Freedom Center, aimed "to
empower and inspire cis and trans young women,
trans young men, and gender-expansive young people
who have been disproportionately impacted by
incarceration, racist and sexist policies, the juvenile
and criminal justice systems, and/or the underground
street economy, to create positive change in their
lives and communities." 

https://essiejusticegroup.org/
https://project-nia.org/
https://www.blackandpink.org/
http://criticalresistance.org/
https://www.aapf.org/
https://southernersonnewground.org/
https://designingjustice.org/
https://www.nationalbailout.org/
https://alp.org/programs/sos
https://www.youngwomenfree.org/
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Keep Learning THIS WEEK'S MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

Gina Clayton-Johnson of the Essie Justice Group 
on the Electorette Podcast

The original meaning of “identity politics” (with Keeanga-
Yamahtta Taylor) on Vox Conversations

Podcasts

Video So after we abolish prisons and policing...then what?: A
Black Feminist Dialogue  &  What happens to Black women
and girls in a world without police? with Dr. Brittney
Cooper by For Harriet

Reading Are Prisons Obsolete? by Angela Davis

These Black Women Were Fighting for Social Justice Long
Before Kim K. Became 'The Princess of Prison Reform' 
by Selena Hill

Stacey Abrams's success in Georgia builds on generations
of Black women's organizing by Nadia E. Brown and Bry
Reed

Criminal justice reform won’t work until it focuses on Black
women by Talitha L. LeFlouria

How Black female lawmakers led Maryland’s historic effort
to transform policing by Ovetta Wiggins

Why Black progressive women feel torn about Kamala
Harris by Derecka Purnell

Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black
Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist
Theory and Antiracist Politics by Kimberlé Crenshaw
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INTERIM CHIEF OF POLICE
SHEILA ROGERS FRAMED

THE TIME MAGAZINE
PIECE FROM 2018 THAT
SHE WAS FEATURED IN.

PHOTO BY  ALYSSA
POINTER. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/gina-clayton-johnson-of-the-essie-justice-group/id1271131782?i=1000431025824
https://podcasts.apple.com/ky/podcast/original-meaning-identity-politics-keeanga-yamahtta/id1081584611?i=1000447508176
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4ofj__h7ss&t=539s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yb3kcfIZVi4
https://www.feministes-radicales.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Angela-Davis-Are_Prisons_Obsolete.pdf
https://www.blackenterprise.com/activists-kim-kardashian-prison-reform/
https://www-washingtonpost-com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/politics/2020/12/10/stacey-abramss-success-georgia-builds-generations-black-womens-organizing/ics/2020/12/10/stacey-abramss-success-georgia-builds-generations-black-womens-organizing/
https://www-washingtonpost-com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/outlook/2021/02/12/criminal-justice-reform-wont-work-until-it-focuses-black-women/ok/2021/02/12/criminal-justice-reform-wont-work-until-it-focuses-black-women/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/black-women-maryland-police-reform-/2021/04/23/2f90e7dc-9eef-11eb-8005-bffc3a39f6d3_story.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/aug/12/kamala-harris-joe-biden-vp-black-progressive-women
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf
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